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BEWARE OF ROGUE TREE  
  SURGEONS OPERATING IN MORAY

This May we witnessed a group of Tree 

Surgeons butchering trees in the Forres 

area. We use the term “Tree Surgeons” 

very loosely as we do not suspect that any 

one of them were qualified.  Large limbs 

were removed from the trees by a team 

wielding bow saws and a blunt chainsaw.  

The members of the team were taking it in 

turn to climb into the trees using ladders 

and branches but without any Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE).  None of the 

climbers wore a harness and none of the 

climbers or ground crew wore hi-visibility 

clothing, protective trousers, safety boots 

or helmets.  The larger limbs of the trees 

were removed using a single cut part way 

through the branch, before it was torn 

from the tree by a number of old ropes 

tied together and attached to a transit van.  

The result was large, ugly tears to the 

remaining branches.

The trees were situated amongst live 

overhead power cables and telephone 

wires.  Whilst they hit both during the 

course of the works, they only managed 

to bring down their client’s telephone 

line.  It is unlikely that this crew were 

insured for such damages, so the cost of 

reconnection would most likely have to be 

borne by their client.  It took the team at 

least three days to do the work. All in, this 

exercise was likely to have been a very 

costly one for their client.

The moral here is the client should 

always check that the contractor is insured 

for potential damage to their property.  

All Contractors should carry Public and 

Products Liability Insurance and Employers 

Liability Insurance if they employ staff.  If 

they arrive with no protective equipment 

they should be sent away.

www.sasconsulting.co.uk/blog/2010/05/

All photos © Scottish Arboricultural Services
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INTRUDERS CHOP DOWN TREE    BLOCKING POOLE HARBOUR VIEWA tree which blocked views of Poole 
Harbour in Dorset has been chopped 
down by night-time garden intruders.

Steve Bransgrove, who lives in the 
house in Heavytree Road, Parkstone, said he woke after hearing a massive bang in 
the early hours of Sunday.

He found that his 12m (40ft) 
52-year-old Scots pine, the subject of a 
tree preservation order, had been felled.

It narrowly missed hitting his and 
his neighbours’ houses and a criminal 
investigation has now begun.

During the fall the tree broke Mr 
Bransgrove’s fence and then lay across 
the garden.

Dorset Police is investigating the 
incident as an act of criminal damage.

Land values are so, so high that it’s 
in developers’ and residents’ interests in 
cases to cut down trees

Mr Bransgrove said he had heard 
the sound of an engine revving at about 
0200 BST.

“I thought it was kids on mopeds out 
the front and then there was a massive 
bang, a humungous crash.”
‘House vibrated’

Mr Bransgrove only realised what had happened after his neighbours switched 
their lights on at the back of their house.

“The crash actually vibrated the whole house,” he said.
“I was shocked to start with, 

absolutely stunned.
“Then you think how lucky you are 

(that it didn’t land on the house) but then 
anger takes over - that someone had the 
nerve to actually come in to someone 
else’s property and decide that something they didn’t like there they had the right to 
take away.

“They’ve not controlled the way it 
was falling, they were just trying to get it 
chopped down as quickly as possible and make their escape.”

Poole council is also investigating 
the incident and said it aimed to bring a 

prosecution against the person or people who felled the tree.
Brian Leverett, leader of Poole council, said: “The problem is in the land values 

within this town. They’re so, so high that 
it’s in developers’ and residents’ interests in cases to cut down trees.

“I think we want to move to fines 
which realistically make it not worthwhile 
for developers and other people to cut 
down trees.

“If they’re fined, as a minimum, the 
difference of the value of the land with 
the tree standing and with the tree felled, 
there would be far less incentive and that would be a far greater deterrent.”

Many thanks to Poole Council for 
this article
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Lichfield resident ordered to pay more than £5,000 for 
cutting down three protected trees

TV ROGUE FINEDLichfield 
District Council 
took 35- year-old 
Matthew Chatting, 
of Gaia Lane in 
Lichfield, to court 
for felling three 
trees that were in a 
Conservation Area.

The case was heard on 8 June 2010 at Tamworth Magistrates’ Court. The court heard that Mr Chatting cut down three trees, two Ash and one Douglas Fir, last November. The trees were around 20 to 35 years old, and would have probably lived for another 200 years.  
The court fined Mr Chatting £3,000 (£1,000 for each tree), and ordered him to pay £2,036 costs, as well as a £15 victim surcharge – in all £5,051.  Councillor Neil Roberts, Lichfield District Council’s Cabinet Member for Development Services, said: “It is a great shame that these young trees were felled, and I am pleased the court took these offences so seriously. “This case shows just how important it is to check with the council before doing work to any trees in your garden, such as lopping branches or chopping them down, as they could be protected.”  

To find out if any of the trees in your garden or on your land are in a Conservation Area or protected under a Tree Preservation Order, please contact Lichfield District Council on01543 308207 or 308185. You can also email gareth.hare@lichfielddc.gov.uk or portia.howe@lichfielddc.gov.uk   

A tree surgeon who appeared on the BBC programme Rogue Traders and Watchdog has been fined by Bromley Magistrates after pleading guilty to two offences brought by Bromley Trading Standards.Shaun Varey (19) years old) from Dartford, Kent, trading as Beechwood Tree Services and Kent Tree Services was featured on the BBC programme in October 2009 following a number of complaints made by Bromley residents about his trading style and the failure to give proper paperwork. He was exposed in the programme as having little knowledge of trees and plants and charging extortionate prices for basic services. He was also seen to state he had treated a tree stump with poison when in fact he had not.Varey was already known to Bromley Trading Standards following a string of complaints from Bromley consumers about his work between February and June 2009. He gave an undertaking to the council to, amongst other things, use the correct paperwork as required by law.A further complaint was received in August 2009 from a Bromley consumer and as a result Varey was charged with two offences in relation to his paperwork. He pleaded guilty to offences under the Business Names Act 1985 and the Cancellation of Contracts made in a Consumer’s Home or Place of Work etc. Regulations 2008. He was fined £500 and ordered to pay costs of £500. Rob Vale, Trading Standards Manager said: “We gave Mr Varey a chance to comply last year and in giving an undertaking he made a promise to tow the line. We are satisfied with the outcome and hope that Mr Varey, should he decide to return to this line of work, is mindful of our intentions not to tolerate traders who continue to break the law”.

Trading Standards at Bromley urge consumers who want to report a suspected rogue trader to the Rapid Response Team on 07903 852 090.  If anyone has had any work carried out by Advanced Tree Services they are asked to call the number as soon as possible.

28


