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Arun residents are being warned not to carry out unauthorised work on protected trees following the prosecution of three local people.Tree surgeon Steve Wadey of Middleton-on-Sea was given a 12-month conditional discharge and ordered to pay £250 costs at Worthing Magistrates Court on Monday (16 June) after pleading guilty to ordering the felling of a Corsican pine tree at Beehive Lane in Ferring.
The incident came to light in September 2007 when a member of the public reported the works to the Council’s Compliance Team.On further investigation, the Council discovered that Mr Wadey had been employed by the property owner to cut down a large tree at the front of her property. The tree was covered by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). 

It is a criminal offence to do works to such trees without Council approval and the offence can carry a fine of up to £20,000. Both the person who authorises the work and the person who carries it out can be prosecuted.  
The land owner instructed her gardener to carry out the works but the gardener instructed the tree surgeon, Mr Wadey. All three were summoned to court as it is offence to both carry out the works and order that the works be carried out. The owner and gardener pleaded guilty and were both given complete discharges at an earlier hearing which Mr Wadey failed to attend.  Councillor Ricky Bower, Cabinet Member for Planning, said: “Preservation orders are placed on trees for very good reasons and it is the responsibili-ty of any person who wishes to carry out tree work to check with the Local Authority first. “TPOs are there to retain natural amenities for the benefit of everyone, not just for the individual on whose land it rests. We expect these people to be aware of it and to apply for permission to the Council in the correct way or face the consequences.” 

He added: “We have lost a great Corsican pine tree that had absolutely nothing wrong with it because of these people. Hopefully others will learn from this case and follow the proper procedures in future.” 
Unauthorised works to a protected tree carries a fine of up to £20,000. However this sum can increase dramatically if it can be demonstrated that the damage or loss of a tree would be profitable for the individuals involved. The Council will ensure that an appropriate tree is replanted. 
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Three 
prosecuted for Ferring tree offence

  CARDIFF COUNCIL 
PROSECUTES ROGUE TRADER

Cardiff Council’s Trading Standards has successfully prosecuted a rogue trader who 

pleaded guilty to duping pensioners into having gardening work completed for excessively 

high prices.
James Janes admitted four offences under the Fraud Act 2006, one offence under Section 14 

of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968 and a further offence of increasing the price charged for work at 

Cardiff Magistrates Court on October 5th.

Mr Janes, from Shirenewton Caravan Park in Cardiff, was ordered to pay fines totalling more 

than £500. The offences related to gardening work that had been carried out by Mr Janes and his 

associates under the business names of Mr James Tree Surgeons, Michael Ross Tree Surgeons and 

John Elliott Tree Surgeons. Flyers for all businesses were distributed across the City making false 

claims that the ‘Tree Surgeons’ were fully insured and Fair Trades registered. 

Prices for the work were often inflated following the initial quotation. The gardeners’ aggressive 

behaviour caused vulnerable consumers to feel intimidated and pressurised into having further 

unnecessary work completed. In one case, Mr Janes attempted to recover an extra £240 from the 

agreed price of £390 claiming that he had “forgotten labour costs”. In another instance a £80 quotation 

rose to a final bill of £360. 

Councillor Judith Woodman, Executive Member for Communities, Housing and Social Justice said: 

“This type of behaviour will not be tolerated in Cardiff and the outcome should be a lesson to traders 

who still choose to conduct business in this way. Trading Standards officers are continuing to work 

closely with the Police to eliminate rogue traders and incidences of Doorstep Crime.”

Dave Holland, Operational Manager Consumer Protection added: “It is usually best to employ a 

tradesman that you know or whose work you have been able to inspect. Remember do not buy from 

the door and don’t pay in advance for work to be done. If anyone thinks that they, or someone they 

know, may have been a victim of a rogue trader, it is important that the incident is reported to Trading 

Standards and/or the Police.”

Residents can report incidents of doorstep crime in their area to Consumer Direct 

Wales on 08454 04 05 06 or 08454 04 05 05 for a Welsh speaking operator. 

Come across 
any rogue tree 
surgeons? ..... 

send your photo’s 
and stories to 

dal@totalarb.co.uk
We will be 

scrutinising this area 
of our industry and 
value your opinions
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